:
'

AU b A VB HE
— Wb RS

Portuguese Contemporary Art Exhibition

the age of micro voyages

20106 H19H (£) —8 H1H (R)

10:00 - 17:00 (JiseAniiz 16:30 £T)
KWEE AR, A ek

B frEd=h=a U]

Jodo Tabarra | a7 - 235
Maria Lusitano | U7 - V¥ &—/
Miguel Palma | 25—V - 283L%

Pedro Costa | RFm - a2 %

JAM

JOSHIBI ART MUSEUM

S 317

72

A

“Roda” 2007 ©Joao Tabarra
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The purpose of this exhibition, “the age of micro voyages” , is to introduce a phase of contemporary art scene in Portugal
to the audience in Japan by showing the works of 3 contemporary artists and one film director. These artists are Joao
Tabarra, Maria Lusitano, Miguel Palma and Pedro Costa, all of whom are internationally activities today.
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the age of micro voyages

Portugal, located at the western end of the European continent and known as a country that pioneered the age of exploration, used to be ridiculed as being the
first to send men on voyages of exploration but the last to see them come back to its ports. That is to say, Portugal was the first country to heroically sail men out
into an ocean that might have ended in nothingness, but Portuguese explorers became too enraptured with the events they encountered in the lands they had
reached; thus, they neglected their own country by forgetting to fulfill their missions. Moreover, that courageous voyage is often negatively referred to today as
the vanguard of colonialism. However, or perhaps because of the above-described attitudes those explorers adopted from those unknown lands, Portugal and its
people maintain a specific sense of beauty. Portuguese culture gently radiates with a distinctive nuance. It is unfortunate that the delay in the original explorers
coming back to port went so far as to deprive us from turning our attention to the country’ s artistic works, from which we can capture the brilliance of
Portuguese culture. In such a country, there are artists who originate works that are still in their experimental stages but who take sincere approaches, via
undergoing an introspection based on their postcolonial awareness. Their works that radiate subtly and modestly, while also possessing a deep sense of
profundity, hold even a greater significance than the great voyages that their countrymen once made. Thus, it is essential for us to take a closer view of that
radiance inherent in their works. The exhibition “the age of micro voyages.” which will be composed primarily of contemporary Portuguese artists, is being
organized so that we may create such an opportunity. These works that might still be in their experimental stages can also be seen as “micro voyages,” which will
be originated in the country that once took the world into its hands along with its neighbor Spain. Thus, their works can act as nautical charts for us who live in
the post-colonial world. It is hoped that these small voyages are what can indeed guide us to a new world in the truest sense of the word. (atsushi sugita / critic )
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“Pogo dos Murmirios® 2002 ©Jodo Tabarra
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Jodo Tabarra (born 1966) is one of the most important artists
on the Portuguese art scene today and had participated in the
“Sao Paulo Biennial® as Portugal® s representative. He has
been creating photographs and videos that are at once
humorous and deeply cynical insistence.

“Project Ariete” 2005 ©MIGUEL PALMA STUDIO
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Miguel Palma’ s (born 1964, lives and works in Portugal)
unique style of installation consisting of cars, planes. or
large-scale toy-like devices, coupled with video
documentation, is filled with the innocence of a child who is
absorbed in playing with toys.

“Nostalgia™ 2004, DVD, colour, sound, 17min 43sec ©Maria Lusitano
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Maria Lusitano (born 1971, lives and works in Portugal and
Sweden) first came to public attention at “Manifesta 5° , the
European Biennial of Contemporary Art, with her
semi-documentary about the former colonies in forms of
video, photography. printed matter, and drawing.

“Tarrafal” 2007 ©Pedro Costa
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Pedro Costa (born 1959) is an internationally acclaimed
Portuguese film director who devotes himself to creating poetic
images and whose work reflects the current state of modern
Portuguese society facing the issues of post-colonialism.
Representative films; “Bones™, " In Vanda's Room™ , and
“Colossal Youth™
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